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iat SHE. 2Gg ‘ aD N a former paper I attempted to 
ohare oy 3 prove that the laws muft be ge- 
es: * neral, not particular, which Gop 


complaints which thefe laws occafion, and confider 
how far the exiftence of a Providence is rendered 
precarious by them. 

We lament that happinefs and mifery are very irre- 
gularly diftributed among the good and bad: and yet, 
as it has been well obferved, are by no means determin- 
ot in queftions, very neceflary to be precifely fettled, 

before 
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a 
before we form this conclufion: as, what is the final 


and proper happinefs of man? And who are the good, 
and who the bad, that deferve to partake of it, or to be 


excluded from it? He is not a good man at Rome, who 
is 2 good man at London. Nay, in the fame country, 
this fect adores him as a faint, whom another proclaims 
‘a minifter of darknefs. The patriot of one party, is 
the rebel of the oppofite one. ‘Fhe happinefs then or 
mifery of fuch a perfon becomes very frequently, at the 
fame time, and in the fame place, both an argument 
for the belief, and rejection of a Providence. 

AGAIN, the greateft part of the misfortunes which 
afflict us, are concluded.to arife from the action of ge- 


neral laws; when, in reality, they proceed from our 


own wilful oppofition to them, and refufal to acceot 
them as the meafure of our conduét. Obfcure and li- 
mited as human reafon is, it is fufficient to dilcover to - 
‘ws certain defirable ends, and certain. means fitted to 
produce them: ends not to be procured by the applica- 
tion of different means, and means not adapted to pro- 
cure different ends. Phyfical caufes produce phyfical, 
and moral caufes moral effects. It is furely unreafon- 
able to invert this order, and expect moral effects from 
phyfical caufes, and phyfical effe&ts from moral caules. 
It is unreafonable to expect, that the virtues of a faint 
or martyr will fecure us from the dangers of a well or 
precipice, if we advance to them with a bandage over 
our eyes. We fhould fmile at the country gentleman’s 
fimplicity, who difbelieved a Providence, becaufe fox- 
hunting, port and tobacco were incapable of infpiring 
him with the genius of Milton, or becaufe he was un- 
furnifhed with the fagacity and penetration of Locke, 
aftera dozen years attendance to every debate at the 

quarter 
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quarter feffions. ‘The epicure would be entitled to as 
little {erious treatment, who embraced the fame atheitft- 
ical tenet, becaufe his ftreams did not flow with bur- 
gundy and champagne, or becaufe haunches of venifon, 
turtles and turbots did not rife as fpontaneoufly from his 
hot beds as mufhrooms. We fhould treat fuch cha- 
racters with ridicule ; but are other lefs ridiculous, who 
expect effects as difproportionate to their caufes, as thofe 
juft deferibed? Should the wife and good complain that 
they are not rich and robuft like particular wicked men ; 
the reply is obvious: the means that procure wifdom 
and virtue are very different from thofe that procure 
health and riches. Do they lament that they are not 
in poffeffion of thofe external advantages, when they 
have neglected the natural methods of acquiring them, 
which perfons lefs valuable have purfued with -fuccefs ? 
It is no objeétion againft a Providence, that men do not 
gather grapes from thorns, or figs from thiftles; they 
have reafon to be fatisfied, while it is in their power to 
receive them from the plants proper to their production. 

Let it be allowed that on fome occafions, with all 
our precaution, the order of nature may operate to our 
difadvantage: the torrent may overwhelm, the flame 
confume, or the earthquake fwallow us: but are gene- 
ral laws to be condemned, becaufe in particular inftan- 
ces they give us tranfient pain, or even determine our 
prefent ftate of being, which they have contributed to 
preferve in every period of it, and on which not only 
our happinefs, but our very exiftence has depended? It 
is a neceflary condition of a compounded fubftance, like 
the material part of man, to be fubjec&t to diffolution, 
from caufes exterior to it, or united with it’s conftitution. 
Does a more convincing argument arife againft a Provi- 


dence 
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dence from it’s diffolution at one feafon rathet than ano- 
ther ? or from it’s diffolution by an external, rather than 
an internal caufe, which is as effeGtual to the end, 
though lefs precipitate in the means? 

Some few cafes (much fewer than are generally ima- 
gined) ‘may poffibly be ftated, where in the prefent life, 
the moment of mifery to a faultlefs creature may exceed- 
ingly overbalance the moment of it’s happinefs: as 
when it is introduced into being with infirmities of body, 
too obftinate for temperance and difcipline to corre¢t, 
and which render it infenfible to every enjoyment. But 
to folve thefe appearances, a well-fupported revelation, | 
that inftruéts us in the dotrine of a future flate, may 
fitly be applied : for though revelation cannot ferve as a 
bafis to natural religion, on which it is only a fuper- 
ftructure, yet it may be extremely ufeful to reconcile 
the feeming inconfiftencies of a fyftem, difcovered to be 
good by arguments of another kind; and reafon will 


acquiefce in the truths it teaches, as agreeable to her 
own dictates. 


AFTER premifing thefe reflections, I may venture to 
make public the following letter from a very learned 
female corre{pondent. 


Mr. Firz-Apam, 

Ir has been fome furprize to me, that in a paper 
which feems defigned to correct our judgments, and re-. 
duce the influence of fafhion, folly, prejudice and paffion, 
you have never confuted a principle, which is a compo- 
fition of them all. -I mean the belief of a Providence. 
It anfwers indeed no individual purpofe, except to coun- 
tenance the infolence of our parfons, who maintain it in 
defiance of the wifdom of their fuperiors. I was early 
initiated in that fr/? phzlfophy, which explained the 


creation 





No. 134. THE WORLD. 807 


creation-by a fortuitous contcourfe of atoms. Art infinite 
number of particles, varied in fhape, fize and colour, 
and embracing each other in all’ poffible pofitions,; open» 
ed a fcene as entertaining to my fancy as -it was intelli- 
gible to my underftanding. My brother was an able 
advocate for this opinion ; and his fituation in a goal, 
under the preffure of ill-health, lofs of fortune, reputa- 
tion and friends, furnifhed him with copious arguments 
to fupport it. A maiden aunt, indeed, who had the ma- 
nagement of my education, was perpetually reprefenting 
his principles as impious, and his arguments for them 
as abfurd. She infifted that his misfortunes could fairly 
be afcribed to no other caufe than himfelf. That lofs of 
reputation and friends was the natural confequence of 
a want of common ‘honefty; lofs of fortune of extrava- 
gance; and: lofs of health of debauchery. Iam afham- 
ed to confefs that thefe childifh reafons had too much 
weight with me, and that I continued too long in-« 
fluctuating ftate between truth and error. JF thank 
God however, that iy: own’ misfortunes have taken 
off the partial bias from my mind, and opened it to 
conviction and the reafon of things. My beauty im- 
paired, if not loft by the {mall pox, the death of a fa- 
vourite child, the fcantinefs of my circumftances, and the 
brutality of my hufband, have proved beyond exception, 
that no moral Being prefides over us. I fhall not trou- 


ble you with a repetition of the fame nonfenfe employed 


againft me, as before againft my brother, by the fame 
ancient lady. She concluded with obferving, that com- 
plaints of circumftances and the brutality of a hufband 
came with an indifferent grace from a perfon, who, 
after rejeCting fo many advantageous offers, efcaped from 
a window with a ftranger the had fcarcely feen. You 

will 
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will do me the juftice to believe that my judgment 
on this occafion, was regulated more by my own feel- 
ings, than the eloquence of my aunt. My fatisfaction is, 
that the good lady, infenfibly to herfelf, feems now be- 
coming a convert to thofe opinions, which half her life 
has been employed to confute. Some late circumftances 
have indeed ftaggered her orthodoxy. She has made a 
new difcovery, that fhe is confiderably turned of feventy, 
and feels the infirmities which accompany that feafon, 
making hafty advances to her. Her father confefior, 
and ancient admirer, the vicar of the parifh, broke his 
leg not long fince, and received other contufions, not 


yet made public, by a fall from a vicious horfe: and a 
lady in the neighbourhood, whom fhe has never for- 
given the infult of difputing formerly the precedence at 


' church, is placed ina rank very fuperior to her own, 
by the acceffion of her hufband to an eftate and title, to. 
which he has been prefumptive heir for above thefe 
twenty years. 
, I am, &c. 
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